quantum valeat, and with a wish that they may aid in the reformation you seek.
I would here, as a general preliminary, and once for all, make a thousand apologies for any dogmatism or too confident expression of opinion that I may appear to be guilty of. Indeed I would rather make ten thousand here (if you think ten thousand necessary) than occupy your time and patience with a premonitory palaver and kotoo at every notion I may express. So you will really and truly understand that I dissent, assent, and assert with some diffidence and with humble deference to you especially, and to everybody else in general.
In the first place, then, I fully agree with you in all your propositions; I differ with you in two or three minor details only. With regard to proposition 4,* I advance as the result of my experience in vital statistics, that the numerical method is one not as yet generally applicable to medical observations ; or, if generally applicable, only in points of detail so simple in character that they scarcely require it for their elucidation, except to those who wish for a numerical expression of facts. In the first place you want skilled observers; you want a regiment of trained men?trained, too, in the same school, at the same drill?so that, whether their observations be right or wrong, they will be alike right and wrong. You know well the difficulty of minute diagnosis; how much skill is required to tabulate effectually according to the inductive method (for this is the true principle of the numerical method) those cases of which you have no doubt; and under the most favorable circumstances for observation how many links in the chain of phenomena to be observed and classed cannot be made out at all. Pray observe I am not giving an opinion adverse to the numerical method, because I am sure it is a truly scientific method. What 1 advance is, that as yet it cannot be made generally applicable.
Another minor detail I object to is in proposition 19. You would abolish the practice of keeping and preparing medicines in the houses of practitioners. You never could do it. I have lived and practised in both rural and civic districts, and I give this opinion also as the result of experience. Thousands rationale. He should always be curiously catechizing physiology for the why and the wherefore. Much might be done in the training of the student by our clinical lecturers, if they would set their shoulders to the wheel; but, unfortunately, the empirical method is the easiest to teach as well as to practise. The student might be led on step by step. He might, for example, first have simple pathological problems in muscular action given to him. A man with morbus coxae steps across the ward before a clinical class.
Problem as follows :?Required to describe the bones and muscles entering into the deformity, and the rationale, physiological and pathological, of its production. Or if the students be more advanced, five patients are brought under the notice of the class ; one is in an apoplectic fit, a second has scoliosis, a third has valvular disease of the heart, a fourth has phthisis, a fifth, pneumonia. Required to describe the peculiar characteristics of the respiration * I cannot help giving you a small and homely illustration of these views, which has just occurred to me in looking over Dr. Ranking s excellent Half-yearly Abstract. At p. 72 ofvol. ii, you will find two modes of treating scabies, the one the consequence of physiological and microscopical research, the other of empiricism. Now, firstly, scabies gets into very respectable families, and is no jest when a guest with them ; 2dly, sulphur, its best cure, stinks. Mr. Stiff, a "practical man," and evidently of the right sort, namely, a physiological practitioner, meditates on these two points, and then on the disease.
Scabies depends on an insect, theacarus: so the microscope tells us; the acarus belongs to a class of insects that breathe by trachea;: this entomology sets forth. Comparative physiology shows that (like men), if insects have their tracheas stopped up, they die. Now, Mr. Stiff argued that if the acari were smeared over with an oleaginous substance, their tracheae would be stopped up, and they would be suffocated ; consequently that, after all, it is the lard, and not the stinking sulphur, which cures the itch. He tried the simpler method, and has cured more than forty cases with simple inunction alone. 
